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CYBER SECURITY

YOUR GADGETS MAY NOT BE THAT SAFE AFTERALL




B INDEX

Editor's note

Smart phones and internet connections have become
parts of everyday life. With them being so handy and
convenient, it is easy for us to overlook the security issues
that come with using these gadgets, including information
leakage, loss of personal data and unintentional breaches
of the law. The Young Reporter has taken a close look into
the issue of cyber security.

As the new academic year begins, The Young Reporter
has adopted a new design. Better use of pictures, more
white space and a simpler layout - all aimed at enhanc-
ing readability - are the essence. Feel free to let us know
yours views by sending an email to tyr201112@gmail.
com. We will consider them in refining the design.

Gary Kwok Ka-lok
ChiefEditor
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EDUCATION

TIME FOR MANDATORY SPORT
LESSONS AT UNIVERSITIES?

Universities are paying more attention to physical education in the new
four-year curriculum approaches.

Sports experts call forcompulsory physical
educationinuniversities, as the duration of
mostdegree programesare setto lengthen
fromthreetofouryearsfromnextyear.

DrLobo Louie Hung-tak, associate professor
of Baptist University's department of
physicaleducationandvice-president of
Hong Kong Association of Sports Medicine
and Sports Science, said that compulsory
physicaleducation coursesarenecessaryto
nurture physically fit citizens for the future
developmentof oursociety.

Accordingtofindings of asurveyon
leisure-time exercise conducted by the
Centre for Health Protection of the
Department of Health in April 2010, about 50
percentoftherespondentsagedfrom 18to
64 exercised lessthanonceaweekduring
the past30days.

Drlouie expressedhisworriesabout the
declining health of youngadults. He said
universities, whichwere funded by
taxpayers, should shoulderthe social
responsibility of helping students to cultivate
healthy habits.

“Physicaleducation courses can equip
studentswith knowledge about playing
life-long sportsand staying fit through doing
sports,”said Dr. Chan Tak-yau, a senior
instructor of the Chinese University's
physicaleducation unit.

He said universities could do betterin

promoting sports because the student
populationwas large and would soon grow
even largerwhenthe curriculumbecame
four-yearlong.

Currently, Chinese Universityand Baptist
University are the only twoamong the city’'s
nine universities that have physical
educationas mandatory coursesin their
undergraduate degree programmes.

But compulsory physical education
coursesdonotseemtointerestsome
university students.

AtShue Yan University, physical education
coursesare available aselectives, but
studentswould rather prefer conventionalor
practicalelective courses, said sociology
student Ms Senthy Wong.

"Whenthere are other choices [elective
courses], it seemsthatno one bothersto pick
them physical education courses,” she said.

However, Dr Louie said physical education
courses helpedrelieve stressand
encouraged teamwork that could not be
effectivelyachieved by other coursesin the
curriculum.

ManyHong Kong students are wellaware
oftheimportance of being physically active,
butgettingthemto exerciseis easier said
thandone, accordingto DrCindySit, a
memberofthe Curriculum Development
Council's Committee on Physical Education
and assistant professorofthe Institute of

Human Performance at the University of
Hong Kong.

“Mostofthem don'texercise. Their
persistence or motivationis low,” she said,
agreeing thatincluding physical education
coursesinthe university curriculumwould
be conducive toachievingamore balanced
whole-life education.

Some universities that currently do not
have physicaleducationintheir curriculum
are planningtointroduce measuresin their
new curriculums toimprove students’
physical health.

DrPatrick Chan, Section Leaderofthe
Physical Education Unit of the Student
Affairs Office of Polytechnic University, said
the university would offer studentsvarious
active lifestyle activities, such as the
Student-Athletes Development Programme.

Moreover, the universityis going to
introduce anon-creditbearing programme
called "Healthy Lifestyle” as partofits
generaleducation programmeinthe
four-yearcurriculum, he said. The university
sawthatasanessential partofa holistic
approachtomaintaining one’s physical,
emotionalandsocialwell-being through
exercise, DrChan said.

STORY/ADAYEUNG
EDITED BY/XAVIERNG
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PAID TO BE A NUISANCE:
SECRETS OF MYSTERY SHOPPERS

Retirees, housewives and students are hired to pose as demanding buyers to
test the limits of customer service

A mystery shopper fills in an evaluation form for his client.

Therewas atimewhen customerservice
researchwasaboutdoingaso-called MOS
- meeting passers-byonthe streetand
asking themtofillanevaluationformwitha
clipboardanda pencil.

Recently, however, the market has seen
therise ofanonymous mystery shoppers,
who are de facto private detectives with a
mission to test the limits of the services
provided by their clients’ front-line staff.

Signsofthese detectivesarenotsomucha
fake moustachewithdark glasses. Instead they
trytobeasnormalastheycanbe. Theyare good
actorswhoposeasgenuine customers, who
canofferfirmanswerswhenasked howmany
childrentheyhaveeveniftheydonothaveone.
Sometimes, they must speak fluent Mandarin
astheymaketheirpurchaseinthe luxury shops
asiftheywerewealthybigspendersfromthe
mainland.

Ms Catherine Chanhasbeenapart-time
mystery shopperformore than sixyears.
“Mysteryshoppers needtoplaytothe score
whenanything unexpected happens,”she
said.

“We have to concentrate onwhatwe are
doingwhen are ‘enjoying’ the service,” she
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said. "Sometimes, we need tojot notesoruse
arecorderduring conversationsandtryour
bestnottobefoundout.”

Sometimes, mysteryshoopershadto
conducta "set” conversation with the staff of
theirclientsforrequestslike returning goods,
shesaid, sothatthe employees’ performance
could be evaluatedand measurestakento
improve their services.

These undercoveroperations have
become socommoninthe customer service
industrythatalarge numberofagent
companies have emerged to provide all kinds
of evaluation services.

Thebasicbusiness modelof these
companiesistohire mysteryshoppersto
conductvisitstoparticularshopstoassessthe
quality of theirservices. The companiesthen
collectthe data, write up systematic reports
andsendthemto clients.

Inthesereports, clients find out flaws in
theirown services. Meanwhile, they could
alsomonitortheir competitors’services for
reference by buyingreportsaboutthem.

Mystery shoppersare paid $50to $400 per
visit, depending onthe type of shops theyvisit
andtheamountof work theyare asked to

carryout.

MrMa Kin-pongisthe managingdirector
of MSHK, a mystery shopping company.
Establishedin 2004, the company now has
morethan40clientsindifferentindustries,
including retail stores, after-sales services,
supermarketsand cinemas.

According to MrMa, different industries
have theirown specified requests.
Dependingontheserequests, the company
hiresdifferenttypesof mysteryshoppers.
“We have a huge choice of mystery shoppers
inthe book. Theycomeinallages, sizesand
occupations - they can beretired elderly
men oruniversity students,” he said.

Ms Bonnie Wong, a senior marketing
executive of another service assessment
company, said hercompanyhired as manyas
100 part-time employeesa month.

"Sometimes, we even hire pregnant
women as mystery shoppersassome
companies sell children products, such as
teaching materials,” she said.

“Also, we won't let the same person cover
thesameareaallthetime orhewould soon
getrecognized,” said Ms Wong. She added
thatamysteryshoppercouldonlydoa
certainnumberofjobsaday.

Toensure the quality of their
assessments, the companies have also
developed ways to prevent cheating. They
usually require mysteryshopperstohandin
receiptsandrecordings after conducting
visitsas proof for thevisits. Theyalsoask
theirclientstoprovide CCTVrecordings.

Mr Ma expects thatthe market for mystery
shopperswillhave a bright future. "Mystery
shoppersare popularoverseas. Hong Kong,
asaninternationalcity, willwitnessan
increase indemand for mystery shoppers as
peopleare more serious about the quality of
customerservices,” hesaid. l

STORY/ROY CHAN
EDITED BY/VISQIHE
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Who's the next TARG ET9

Private detectives are on a roll probing extra-marital affairs

Formerbarhostess Ms KiChun-yimwas
recentlyjailedforblackmailingan unnamed
tycoon. She hired detectivestotrack him
down, while the fightback by anotheragency
createdabuzzinthecity.

Anti-trackingisatacticcommonly used
amongdetectives. Othersinclude
eavesdroppingand positioning.

Ms Vicky Chan Wai-kit, 37, general
manager of the Asia World Investigation
Bureau (AWIB), said while investigating
extra-marital affairsaccounted for 80 per
centofhercompany’'sbusiness,italso
conducteda lot of commercial
investigations, such as helping
clientstotrack down
dishonestbusiness partners
and employees.

Othercasesinclude
locating people and tracing children. "Some
parentswantto monitortheirkids, like
whethertheytakedrugsorengagein
compensateddating,” she said.

Awomanwhowould only be identified as
MsWong told of her experience hiring a
private detective to follow her unfaithful
husband. Atthe end of the investigation, the
detective gave hervideos, photographs, and
areportabouthim.

“He'd never come back, butat leastlgota

piece of evidence. | didn't lose everything,”
she said.

Tohelpincreasewomen’'s chances of
winning lawsuits against their unfaithful
husbands, some agencies have developed
various ways of dealingwith extra-marital
affairs. Oneisemployingadisguised
“mistress” totesta husband's loyalty;
anotheris hiring “the fourth party”to lure the
mistressaway.

Mr Leung Chun-kit, detective director of
Honours Harbour Investigations Bureau
(HHIBJ, said there was fierce competitionin

theindustry, asanyone could startaprivate
investigationagency. No licenses were
required,andonline advertisementsdid not
costmuch, he said.

Theincreasing number of cross-border
marriages-from2,600in1997to 16,000 last
year-hasbroughtaboutachallenge tothe
industry. Ms Chansaid that clients usedto be
welloff members of the middle class or
above, buttheynowincluded grassroots
peopleand newimmigrants.

Forfearoflosing the new clients,
detective agencies have to adjust their
chargesaccordingtotheclients’ financial
situation.

“Some charge only $2,000t0 $3,000a
day, oreven less,” Chansaid. "We charge
$30,000forathree-dayinvestigation for
generalcases.”

Anotherchallenge comes from
advancementintechnology. Today, cell
phones have manyfunctions, including
recording, photo-takingand positioning.

But while they seem to make it easier to

‘ ‘Private detectives may employ a "mistress" to test a husband's

loyalty or hire "the fourth party" to lure the mistress away., ,

startadetectiveagency, more
sophisticated equipment is needed for
professionalinvestigations. Mr David
Cheung Tai-wai, of David Cheung
Professional Detective, has spent $30
million on devices like pin-camerasin
watchesandrecordersdisguisedas lorry
capsorcigarboxes.

Evenwiththe advancedtechnology,
becomingadetectiveisnoteasy. "To
become a detective, therearenoshortcuts
buttostartbyworkinginthefield. Youcan't
learnitbydoingotherthings,” Leungsaid.

He addedthatretired policemen,
equippedwithrelevant skills and legal
knowledge, were more likely to succeed.

According to the Office of the Privacy
Commissioner for Personal Data, privacy
law coversonly textual personal data -
names, identity card numbersand phone
numbers, so private detectives could get
away with obtaining a lot of personal
information aboutanyone.

Butthey might fall foul with the law if
theytrytodothatbywiretapping, whichis
subjecttostrict controls. l

STORY/JOYCE CHEUNG
EDITEDBY /JUDITHKI
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B SOCIETY

MISCELLEOUS ARTICLES AT $1 EACH.

SECOND-HAND SHOES AT $10 EACH PAIR.

ACUSTOMER CHECKING THE GOODS HE WANTS TO
BUY WITHAHAND-TORCH.
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PRE-DAWN TRADERS PROUL

Every dollar of sales in the morning markets means a lot to its

Whenthe bustling city turns tranquil before
dawn, Tung Chau Street Park in Sham Shui Po
isgetting busy.

Itisasearlyas4.00am, butgroups of
elderlyvendorsintheir60sand 70s arrive
with cartloads of assorted goods to start
theirbusinesses.

“lwake upatthreeo'clock everyday.I'm
usedtoit,” saysMs LauChun, 78, one of the
vendors.

Taking positions on both sides of the
pavement, thevendors unrolltheirmatson
thegroundandspread outtheirtreasures,
whichrange fromelectricalappliances,
ornamentstounderwear, food and even
medicine.

Allaresecond-handitemsand mostare
pricedatonly$1or$2each.

Low pricesof the goodsonsaleandearly
operating hoursaretheattractions of this
morning market, which opens between 4am

and 7ameverymorning.

Mostof the stallsarerunbyelderly people
sellingused, unsold orexpired goods. Similar
markets canalso be found in Mong Kok,
Sheung Shui, Tin ShuiWaiand Tai Po Market.

Everynight, Ms Laugetsunsold bread from
bakeriesandsellsthematthe marketthe
nextmorning. Apackof five buns sellsforonly
$1.

Afterrunning herbusinessforayear, Ms
Lausaysshe could earnabout $500 a month.
Butsheis proudthatshedoes nothaveto
dependonsocialsecurity,andis satisfied

with her currentsituation.

“Icanearnseveralhundred bucks out of
zerocost. Whatelse could lask for?” says Ms
Lau.

Lifeisalsohardfor CheungKin-keung, 61,
anothervendorwho refusestoapply for
social security.

Heisalsogladthathe can make ends meet
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bysellingornamentsinthe morning market.

“We should notbe greedywhen we could
make aliving by ourselves,” he says.

Mostvendorsinthe morning marketare
elderly people buttheyare self-reliant, says
Ms Lau Pui-yuk, a Sham Shui Podistrict
councillor.

“Theysupportthemselves by collecting
goodsandsellingtheminthe morning
market. Some of them don'teven getany
governmentallowance,”adds Ms Lau.

While agreeing that the morning marketis
awayoutforthese low-incomevendors, Ms
Lauisconcernedaboutits legalsituation.

Bylaw, nooneisallowedtohawkinthe
streetexceptwithalicenseissued by the
relevantauthorities.

Strictly speaking, the morning marketis
illegal,andthe Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department ([FEHD) has the right to
arrestthevendors.

) TO BE MAKING ENDS MEET

elderly vendors

Although hawkingatthe morning markets
isillegal, notmanyvendorshave been
arrestedasthethedepartment’'s hawker
controlteams startpatrolling the areas at
about7ameveryday, whichistheclosing
time of the markets.

Mariana Chan Wai-yung, Chief Officer of
Hong Kong Councilof Social Service, said the
governmentshould introduce measuresto
legalize the morning markets.

Butalthough she supportslegalizing the
markets, she admits that the government
faces difficulties doing that.

“Forexample, hygiene maybeaproblem.
The second-hand goods there might not be
uptoafairhygienicstandard,” said Ms Chan.

Hawkers atthe morning markets have
differentviews about legalizing their
existence.

“Aslongas legalization meansthere’s
room forthe poortomakea living, | totally

FIVE UNSOLD BUNS IN ONE PACK AT $1 EACH.

DIFFERENT STYLES OF UNDERWEARS AT $10
EACH

welcomeit,” MrCheungsays.

Buthe hopes that officials would not
impose strict controls that would create
difficulties forthem after legalization.

Incontrast, Ms Lau does notwant the
governmenttodoanything.

“lam contented with the current situation. |
dontwantanychanges,” she says.

Facingthismire, district councilor Ms Lau
urgesthe governmentto take promptaction
totacklethe problem.

“The future of the morning markets
dependsonthe government’s decision, to
legalizethemornot,” shesays.

STORY/BETHLIU
EDITED BY /HEIIN LAI
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B SOCIETY

FREE VIDEO-SHARING PLATFORMS ENABLE EVERYONE TO SHRAE THEIR LIFE AND IDEAS TO THE WORLD MORE EASILY.

FORGET ABOUT BLOGS,
THIS IS THE AGE OF "VLOGS"

Video blogs are so popular that they are getting commercial sponsorship

Bloggers have moved from using text to
video incommunicating with theiraudience,
andsomearedoingsowellthattheyare
making money doing that.

Videoblogs, also knownas "vlogs”, are
blogs thatfeaturevideo clipsinstead of
texts. Afterthe Bus Unclevideoin 2006,
which records aheated quarrel betweena
youngsterandamiddle-aged manonabus,
Youtube hasbecome the mostwidely used
video-sharing platformin Hong Kong.

Ms EricaYuen Mi-ming, 31, has herown
beauty channelon YouTube since 2008.

“Videos are relatively more interactive as
theyhave bothimagesand sound,” she said.
"Messages can be delivered more directly as
peopleare fed up with text.”

The popularity ofa “"vlog”isindicated by
theresponsesitgetsintermsof numbers of
“like", views and subscribers. In order to
attractviewers, avlogger,whoisits
producer, speakeranddirectoratthe same
time, aims at producingvlogs thatare
entertainingand appealing.

A27-year-old Youtube channeluser,
Mingjai, has shotto fame by creatingrandom
humorousvideo clips, which are inspired by
the bits and pieces of his daily life. He
becomeswell-known after his firstvideo
entitled "Everyday narcissism” got more
thanamillionviews.

“People love hilarious and creative videos
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that strikea chord with them,” Mingjai said.

Mr Carlos Douh, a 26-year-old Canadian
who has beeninHong Kongformore than
twoyears, isalsofamous for creating funny
videos about Cantonese words and culture.
Hebelieves he cancreatevideosthat people
like by using his Cantonese language skills
and humour.

Creativityandfame bring business
opportunities. With his high exposure on
YouTube, Mingjai now gets commercial
sponsorships from garmentcompaniesand
hairstylingsalons. Allhe needstodois
showingrelevantelementsabouttheminthe
videos.

MsYuen's online shop hasalso
experienced aprominentrise in both
customer flowand profits since her
self-madevideoswere availableonthe
Internet.

As afull-time university student, Mr
Doughearns extramoneybyjoining the
YouTube Partner Programme. In orderto get
revenue from Youtube, users have to upload
originalvideos regularly with at least
thousands of views each.

“Ittakes atleast fourhoursto produce a
video,” hesaid. "Let’'s faceit. Whenyou puta
lotof time and effortintoit, you'd like to get
something back, right?”

As "vlogs” become popular, more
companies have started toinvite vloggers to

commenton their products for promotion.
Butthedevelopmenthasalsospawna
problem, with so called network “hatchet
men” produce “vlogs” formoney.

InMarchthisyear, forexample, a
well-known apparels company posteda
thread on JIJIS, awebsite that provides
online employmentservice foruniversity
students, to hire bloggers to make favorable
comments aboutitondifferentwebsites.

With the commercialisation of "vlogs”, the
credibility of vloggers hasbecome anissue
aspeoplewonderif theywere paidor
influenced by sponsors in making their
comments.

ButMingjairemains optimistic about the
trend. He said netizens disliked watching
videos withcommercial elementsbecause
they preferredthetruth toadvertisements.

“That'swhy lwill not change my style of
vlogging because of commercial
sponsorship,” he said. “lwillonly creditthem
inthe description box below myvideos for
people'sreference.”

STORY BY/MELODY CHAN
EDITEDBY/SADIELO
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More and more fashion giants are joining
the Detox Campaign launched by
Greenpeacetoreduceorpreventthe
discharge of toxic chemicalsinto China’s
waters during the manufacturing process.

Accordingto Greenpeace, links have been
identified betweenanumberof major
clothing brands - like Nike, Adidasand H&M
-and textile factoriesin the mainland that
aredischarging hazardous chemicalsinto
the rivers. The toxic chemicalsinclude
nonylphenolethoxylates (NPEs)and
perfluorinated chemicals (PFCs).

Therisk of people taking inthese kinds of
chemicalsremainsunknown, butexperts
warnthatthe consequences canbevery

serious. "‘Based on experiments onanimals,

NPEs affecttheir sexual organs which may
cause damage to theirnextgeneration. The
chemicalsalsocauseveryobviousdamage
tothe ecosystem,” said Professor Chan
Wing-hong of Baptist University’s
Department of Chemistry.

Miss Ada Kong Cheuk-san, Greenpeace's

THE DETOX CHALLENGE
TO CLEANSE CHINA'S WATERS

Fashion giants have pledged to achieve the goal of
“zero toxic discharge” set by Greenpeace

campaign officer, alsowarnsabout the
possible effects. “Theyarejust like heavy
metals whichaccumulate in people’s
bodyanddestroythe body's
systemsslowly so thatone
may not be aware of the
harmtheycause,” she
said.

Inviewof the
damagetothe
environmentaswell
astohumanbeings,
Greenpeace hascome
upwithverystrict
requirements for fashion
brands.

“We are asking the brands to
stop using toxic chemicalsinstead of
notdischarging them, because thisis the
onlyway toguarantee zero toxic discharge,”
said Ms Kong.

Puma, one of the leading sportswear
companiesintheworld, isthe firstto publicly
pledge theywilleliminate all hazardous

chemicals fromallproductsandacrossthe
whole supply chain by 2020.
Ms Kerstin Neuber, Deputy Head of
Corporate Communications of
PumaAG, said Pumawas
supportive of the Detox
campaign. "Puma has
already gotintouch
withits suppliersin
order to kick off [the
plan],” shesaid.
Otherbignamesin
the fashionindustry
arealsojoiningthe
programme. Adidas
Group saiditwould develop a
roadmap that led to zero toxic
discharge, and strongly believed that
therewould be nowinnersunless the whole
industryacted together.

Meanwhile, Chinese sportwear company
LiNing has started to negotiate with
Greenpeace afteractivists gate-crashed the
company’s board meetingand hungahuge
Detoxbanneroutside itsheadquarters at
Times Squarein Causeway Bay.

Greenpeace saiditwas quite surprised
thatthe brandswere willing to start the
detox processsosoon,and were more
cooperative thanthey had expected. The
greengroup said the Detox Campaign was
movingontherighttrackasthebrandsand
the publicwere more aware of the
consequences of water pollution.

Ms Kong said Greenpeace would continue
tomonitor the situation. “We are notasking
the publicto boycottany brands. We just
hope to make use of social force to push the
brandstodobetterinprotecting the
environment,” shesaid. |

STORY BY/KRIS LUI
EDITEDBY/JASMIN YIU
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wSe all the money in one a/czy when T
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B COVER STORY

DATA IN YOUR
GADGETS NEED
PROTECTION

GCYBER
THREATS

Experts warn companies of data losses if personal
electronic devices used for work are not properly protected

People areusing personalelectronic
devices - laptopsand smartphones-more
oftenforwork, buttheirawareness of
potential security problems remains low.

Apollconducted by the International
Data Corporation, aglobal provider of
marketingand information technology
services, has found that 95 percent of the
respondents, orabout 2,700 people, use
theirown electronicdevices forwork. But
60 percentare unaware of the related
dangers, suchasdatalossor
misplacement.

MsYu Fung-ping, afurniture company’s
procurement manager, is one of those who
use personal laptops forwork.

Shesaid that convenience was the major
reasonwhy she used herown notebook
computertostore the company’s dataand
herclients’information. "With only a few
clicks, thedatalneedarerighthere,” she
added. "It definitely savestime.”

Although MsYuuses herlaptop to
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process confidentialinformation every
day, she did notsee the need of protecting it
when asked ifanyanti-virus software had
beeninstalled.

“Isitnecessarytohave one [anti-virus
software]? My MacBook never gets
infected with [computer] viruses, not even
once,” she said.

Aspokesman forthe Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer said
thatif userswere not cautious enough, the
consumerdevices, such aslaptopsand
smartphones, could easily be infected with
malware, causing the leakage of data.

Stressing the speed and quality of work,
companies usually do not take cyber
security seriously. Ms Yu, the procurement
manager, said: “Supervisors care only
about how fastand howwellyouwork, but
notthe devicesyouuse.”

MrSam Lee, regionaldirector of
Greater China atF-Secure Limited, a
security software company, said that only

ten percentofthe businesses had their
computersinstalled with security
software.

Budgetisanotherconstraintfacing
businesses, especially forsmall-and
medium-sized enterprises, whenitcomes
totightening control over their cyber
assets.

Mr Lee said that some bosseswere
concernedabout corporate data, but their
desireforbetter computer system
managementwas very often hampered by
limited resources.

With the growing popularity of personal
electronic devices, such asiPadsand
smartphones, Dr Chiu Ping-kuen of the
Hong Kong Institute of Vocational
Education (Shatin) said the responsibility
forsafeguardingworkplace cybersecurity
should be shouldered by both business
ownersand their staff.

The head of Electronicand Information
Engineering Department said setting a
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ANTI-VIRUS SOFTWARE AND PASSWORDS ARE
BASIC MEANS OF PROTECTING YOUR GADGETS.

“good” passwordwas the first step for
stafftoprotecttheircyberassets, and
installing licensed anti-virus software
should be the next.

DrChiu added that businesses should
alsoimpose internalregulations on using
personaltechnologydevicesin the office,
and provide employees with standardised
anti-virus software.

According tothe Hong Kong Productivity
Council’s Computer Emergency Response
Team Coordination Centre, thereare 181
hacking casesinthefirsthalfof thisyear,
up 15 percentfromthe same period last
year. H

High penetration of Wi-Fienables
smartphonesand portable gadgetstogain
accesstothelnterneteasily. However, italso
increasestherisk of gadgets being hacked.
Unsecuredwirelessinformation packets
canbeeasily capturedanddecodedtoshow
passwords or contents overapplications like
Facebook.Anapplication called
“Firesheep”, whichis freelyavailable onthe
web, allows anaverage computeruserto
hack otherusersunderthe same hotspot
withoutwireless protection.
Accordingtothe Hong Kong Police, the
numberof reportedtechnology crimesis
rapidlyincreasinginrecentyearsandsome
areaboutwirelesshacking.

Aspokesman for the Police Public Relations
Branchcitedacasein 2007 asan example of
acommon case of Wi-Fihacking.

Itinvolved overseasvictims whose credit
card datawere compromised via unknown
means, she said.
OneofthevictimswasaHong Kongresident
who failed to protect his own Wi-Finetwork
with a password, thereby allowing the culprit
unauthorized access, she added.

The culpritthenused the stolen creditcard
information to make online purchases, said
the spokesman.

“ltdoesn’ttake a geniustoperformwireless
hacking,” said Mr.Samson Kong, 23, an
activeonline forumuser.

With e-bankingand online shopping
becomingmore and more popular, owners of
publicvenues seethe provision of Wi-Fi
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Unauthorized access

Online business fraud

Others

THE WIFI
BREACH

hotspotservice asbasic.

Dr.JoeYau, alectureratthe Department of
Computer Science of Baptist University,
likenedthe provision of wireless connection
without password protectiontoa
housekeeperkeeping the doorunlocked,
whichisdangerous.

He said adopting basic defensive measures
were absolutely necessarywhen connecting
toawirelessnetwork. “Theseincludea
firewallto fend off hackerintrusionand
anti-virus software withautomaticvirus
definition update.”

[twasamatterof security or convenience
when connectingtothewireless network, he
said.

“We mustunderstand the related security
risks and know how to protect ourselves from
harm while enjoying the benefits of the latest
informationand communications
technology.”

The police spokesman said the number of
reported technology crimesinvolving online
businessfraud, including bankingang
shoppingtransactions, had increased nearly
55percentfrom2009to2010.

The Police’s Technology Crime Division
regularlyarranges publicityinitiatives to
promote cybersecurityand crime prevention
messages to the general public, includinga
series of technology crime stories published
through Police Magazine, and press briefings
followingarrestoperations, he said.ll
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Awareness is key to avoid having
your smartphones hacked

Despite frequent news reports about
smartphonesbeing hacked, information
technology expertsandacademicsare
optimisticabout data protectionifusers
knowwhyand howtheirgadgets could be
hacked and adopt suitable means of
protecting them.

Theincreasingtrendofvirus attacks on
mobile phoneswas propelled by many
factorsincluding motivations of hackersand
the public’'s lack of awareness, said MrSam
Lee, regionaldirectorof F-Secure
Corporation’s Greater China, adigital security
services provider from Finland.

Onereasonwhy hackerstargetted the vast
numberof smartphone userswas money, Mr
Leeadded.

“Inthe black market, eachemailaddressis
priced at US$0.1 (about HK$0.8) and avalid
phone number US$0.05 (about HK$0.4)," he
said, refusing to give more details about
which online companies are operating such
deals.

Be carefulaboutwhatyoudowithyour smart-
phone.

14ITYRIOCT 2011

Mr Tony Lee Mang-lung, a software
engineer of MotherApp, a Hong Kong-based
ITfirmthat specialisesin creating mobile
applications fordifferent platforms, said
smartphoneswere more appealing targets
than computers because itwas difficult to
getafull setof personalinformationfroma

‘ ‘In the black market, each

email address is priced at
US$0.1 (about HK$0.8)

and a valid phone number

US30.05 (aboutHK$0.4)., ,

MrSam Lee, F-Secure Corporation

computersince theinformation was
fragmentally saved in many locations such
as Microsoft Outlook, Internet Explorer, and
subfoldersinthe hard-disk.

“Smartphones, however, have all the
information saved ata particular location,
including contact listsand passwords, which
facilitate the hackers,” he said.

F-Secure'sMrLeestressed that
smartphone users should enhance security
by both using anti-virus software and privacy
protection, which enabled users to remotely
lock, locate and delete datainside the
phonesifitwas lost.

DrPeter Chiu Ping-kuen, Head of
Departmentof Electronicand Information,
Hong Kong Institute of Vocational Education
(ShaTin), said even though itwas essential
foruserstoinstallanti-intrusionapps for
theirsmartphonestoraise the security

level, many people stilldid not install them
becauseof theinstallation cost.

But Dr Chiusuggested that users could
use afewfree-of-chargewaystoraise
mobile securityand reduce their losses from
attacks. People could name the files that
containedtheir personal datawith unusual
namestodistractthe hacked, he said, adding
that people should also use strong
passwords thatincludedvarious numbers
and letters.

ltwasvitalthat students be educated
about mobile securityin theirfundamental
computer coursesatschooltoenhancetheir
awareness of cyber security, he said.

Professor Joseph Ng Kee-yin from Hong
Kong Baptist University's Department of
Computer Science said students were taught
basic measures such asavoiding doing
online shoppingand other confidential
activities. He added that lecturersintheir
schoolwere always advised to offer students
examples that nurturetheirawareness of
harmfulapplications.

Yanky Law Yin-ki, 21, a Digital Graphic
Communication student from HKBU, said
thatshe had notinstalled anyapplications to
protectherphone since she started usingan
iPhone ayearagobecausetherewere easier
ways of protecting security.

“l'always avoid logging on to banks when
I'musing public Wi-Fi. Also, I never lend
my phone to othersunless necessary. |
learntthese simple and usefultechniques
atschool,”Ms Lawsaid. H
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JAILBREAK DILEMMA

Jailbreaking or rooting your smartphones is fun,
but it also exposes your personal data to hackers

The word “jailbreak” doesn’'t simply mean
“breaking out of prison” nowadays.
As iPhones and iPads rise to become the
popular personal
communication, "jailbreak” has been given
another meaning worldwide: breaking free
from the restrictions and protections

most devices  for

imposed byits manufacturerApple.
Smartphonesusing Google's operating
system Android canalso be broken free from
restrictionsandthis processis called
“rooting”, which brings about threats similar
tojailbreaking.
Security experts that

jailbreaking or rooting one's smartphone is

have warned
like openinga Pandora’s Box.

“People jailbreak their smartphones for
temptations such as free apps, but they may
also get serious consequences by installing
those unauthorized software,” said Mr Jia
Weijia, Professor at the Department of
Computer Science, City University of Hong
Kong.

Bydesign,iPhoneuserscanonlydownload
applications via the official Apple store by
paying a fee, as if prisoners are allowed to
receive food fromthe wardersonly. However,
iPhone users can break out of Apple’s “jail”,
and then enjoy free download of applications
and even customized system modifications
by following simple online guidelines
developed by hackers.

Kwok Hang-kit, a Sales Executive at

Jailbreakinstruction are widely available online.

One2Free, had his iPhone “jailbroken” six
months ago and has been very satisfied
since.

“I've heard that there may be security
problems after jailbreaking, and | was quite
worried about that for a while,” said Mr.
Kwok. “But I've been using a jailbroken
iPhone for about six months, and it seems
fine. Maybe the problem is not vey serious in
Hong Kong.”

Like Mr. Kwok, many users are not aware
that with all the benefits brought by

Source: Wikimedia Commons

jailbreaking, their iPhones are also exposed
tomorethreats.

Chan Yiu-cho,
Security Manager of Office of Information
Technology at Hong Kong Baptist
University, said it was risky to jailbreak.
“Those free apps people download after
jailbreak are dangerousbecause theyare not

Steven Information

officiallyapproved,”said MrChan.
“Apple conducted very strict examinations

beforeitreleasedtheappsonApple Store,
butunofficialapps don'tgo through any
screening process, sosome of them may
containviruses thatmayharmyour
cell-phone,” he said.

Mr Chan said thatafterjailbreaking, the
rootaccountofiPhonewhich controlled the
operating systemwas exposed so that
anyone could enteryour smartphone
throughthe Internetand dowhateverthey
want.

Apple hasamechanism of separatingeach
app’sinformation, thus prohibiting one from
reachinganother, he said. Jailbreak breaks
this mechanism, allowing malicious appsto
stealinformation fromanother.”

Prof. Jiasaid that those unofficial
applications may contain Trojan Horse
viruses, which could “stealyourinformation,
controlyourphonesoreventap phonecalls.”

“Theseviruses can leak yourinformation
secretlywhileyouare using the Internetor
even doing nothing,” said Prof. Jia. "Having
extra Internet floworrunningout of battery
fasterthanusualare both signs of being
infected. Still, it'shard for most people to
notice,” he said.

Hong Kongalready has many smartphone
users.According toa study by Google and
Ipsos Research, 35 per cent of mobile phone
usersinHong Konguse smartphones.

“Atpresent, many people use their
smartphonesforleisure only,” said Prof. Jia.
“Butas moreand more people start using
iPhones, and online payingand e-banking
through smartphones gain popularity,
smartphoneviruses may cause much more
damage," he said. ll
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BE YOUR DREAM CHARACTER

Cosplay artists live their dreams by portraying their favourite anime roles

161 TYRIOCT 2011

ltwas eerily silent fora Sunday evening.
Everyonewas lookingdownand none dared
utterasound.Adarkhooded beingwas
amongstthem. "His" features could not be
observedastheywere coveredbya
gruesome mask, buteveryone knewwho
“he”wasandwhat "he” symbolizes. Noone
could have missedthe large scythe "he” was
holding. "He" was the Grim Reaper, the angel
ofdeath.
Thisisnotanextractfromahorrornovel.
Rather, this happenedinaHalloween event
inHong Kong. Obviously, "he” was not the
Grim Reaper. "He"isin fact Miss lvy Hui,
hardcore fanof cosplay, a culture that has
beengrowingexponentially for the past few
years.
Ivy, 23, hasbeenacosplayartist
forsevenyears. “ltall started
afterlwasintroducedto
Japanese mangaand
anime by my
classmates. Full
Metal Alchemist

was the manga that starteditall. just
couldn’t stop readingthe manga and had to
watch theanimeand listentoits soundtrack
everyday.lwashooked. My love foritgrewto
the pointthatwasn't satisfied readingitor
watchingitfromathird person perspective. |
wanted to be partofthe storyand be the
charactersthemselves. |wantedtolive the
dream.”

Cosplay stands for costume playing, and
isatypeofrole-playing culture in which
participants portray characters from
popular Easternand Western fiction like
Cloud [Final Fantasy 7) and Wolverine
(X-Men).

Hong Kongisnowhometoas manyas 20
cosplay events suchas Rainbow Gala, Comic
World HKand Asian Game Show, attracting
thousands of followers fromall over the
world. Inaddition, there are many private
eventsthatare smallerinscale held by local
universitiesincluding University of Hong
Kong, Baptist University and the Polytechnic
University.

The cosplayindustry mayseemtobe
boominginHong Kong. Butthe truthis that
notalliswellforlocalcosplayartists.

Ivy said she received unfriendly remarks
abouther, especiallyfromthe older people.

“Anold ladytold hergrandchild notto
imitate weird people like me upon seeing me

inmy cosplay costumes,” recalled lvy. "It

canbedisheartening.”

IVYHUICOSPLAYING AS KANAME
MADOKAINTHEANIME PUELLA
MAGIMADOKAMAGICA
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MANYPEOPLEFIND
COSPLAYCOSTUMESTOO
SEXUALANDAREPRESS
URIZING THE GOVE
RNMENTTOREGULATE
THEM, THUS HAMPE RING
THEDEVELOPMENTOF
THEINDUSTRY.

Onthe other hand, mostcostumesare
tailored made by workshopsin the
mainland and costaboutathousand
dollars depending on the materials used.
Moreover, the costumes are constantly
customized by the cosplayartists who fit
them with accessoriestocreatea
wholesome look that they are expecting.
“The accessoriesand customization are
way more expensive,” lvy said.

Acomplete costume can costuptoafew
thousanddollars, andis multiplied by
severaltimesdependingonthe number of
costumes cosplayartists own. Players with

ahumbleincomefinditalmostimpossible to

getnewcostumes.

The high sexual suggestiveness of some
costumes, primarily those worn by
pseudo-modelsingaming conventions, is
alsocausinghuge controversies over
whether cosplay should be regulated.

Ms Woo Suk-Ying, 66, isatypical

housewife who thinks that strict regulations
should be placed upon the cosplay culture so

astopreventteenagersfrom beingoverly

exposedtosuch explicit sexual content.

“Those skimpy outfits the models wearin

gaming conventionsareaneyesore,” she
said.

‘ ‘I wanted to be part of
the story and be the
characters
themselves. I wanted

to live the dream. , ,

IVYHUI, COSPLAY ARTIST

Incontrast, MissIrisWong, 21, believes
thatthe publicis being misguided. “The
cosplay cultureisbeing misrepresented.
Those sexyoutfitsare usuallywornbythe
pseudo-modelsandare not actual

representations of what cosplayartists
wear. ltwillbe unfairto allthe other

cosplayartistsiftheregulationswere placed
duetothefaultof others,” she said.

Others hold mixed feelings about
regulating cosplay. Ms Wu Sai-Ying, a
57-year-old housewife, isnotsureaboutthe
need forregulation.”"Most of the cosplay
artistsare old enough to make theirown
decisions.,” she said.

Despite the many challenges, vy remains
optimistic about the future of cosplay. “The
road ahead certainly looks bumpybutwe are
ready forit. Cosplayis definitely here to stay,”
shesaid.

STORY/REVHUI
EDITED BY/GARY KWOK
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THE

FORGOTTEN COMMUNITY

Language and cultural differences are the biggest barriers
against integration for the Nepalese community in Jordan.

Donning herworking outfit, Maya Limbuwas
busyserving her customerswho came fora
haircutorthreadingtreatmentinhersalon.

Like many Nepalese residentsin Hong
Kong, Mayawasborn herewhile her father
was aGurkhasoldierwhoservedinthe
British Armyin colonialtimes. Maya grew up
andreceived hereducationin Nepal, but
returnedto Hong Konginthe late 1990s.

Accordingto the 2006 population
by-census, there are more than 16,000
NepaleseinHong Kong. Most of them are
the descendants of the Gurkha soldierswho
cametotheterritoryinthe 1970s as part of
the British Army.

Maya has been operating hersalon
businessinJordansince 2003, and she gets
onwellwith customers.

“There are people of different
nationalities comingto me forservice every
day - Pakistanis, Koreans, Japanese,
Indiansand even local people,” said Maya
withawarm smile.

“Most of the people living here know
Maya. Sheis good with many locals even
though shedoesn’'t speak Cantonese,”
added Sanjay Limbu, Maya's assistant.

Not every Nepaliisasluckyas Maya.
Raised and educatedin Nepal, language and
culturaldifferences remain the biggest
barriersforthemtogetajobhereand
communicate with the locals.

Having served the ethnic minoritiesin
Jordanformorethantenyears, MrJames
LungWai-man, chairman of Hong Kong
Community Development Network, fully
understandsthe plight of Nepalese.

“Mostof them [Nepalese]work as security
guardsorconstructionworkers. Itis
difficult forthemto get otherjobs because

18I TYRIOCT

theybarely speak Cantonese,” said Lung.

While most of the Gurkhas have returned
to theirhome country, some middle-aged
Nepalese have chosen to build their “Little
Nepal”atthejunction of Nanking Streetand
Temple Streetin Jordan, running
businesses suchasgrocerystores,
restaurantsandsalons.

“When I firstarrived here, I didn't speak
evenabitof Cantonese. ltwasverydifficult to
findajobeventhoughlamacollege
graduate.lhadnochoice butend updoing
low-paidwork. Itisonlyintherecentyears
thatlearnmoreworkingasabeautician,”
said Sabu Limbu,whoworksinaspain
Central.

MAYA'S SALON HAS OPERATED FORTEN YEARS.
The 38-year-old beautician has another
identity. Onthe dayof interview, shewasata
smallofficediscussingaplantorequestthe

governmentto build a cultural centre for
ethnic minoritiesin the West Kowloon
Cultural District. At the meetingwere other
volunteers of Southern Democratic Alliance
(SDAJ, which recently held a campaign rally

for Limbu Saran Kumar, the only Nepaliwho
runs forthe Jordan West seatin the
upcomingdistrict councilelectionin
November.

“We needa platform to share our culture
with othersinthe society, so theywould get
tounderstand more aboutusandwe canbe
more bonded tothe local community,” said
Sabu.

Beth Suna, who haslivedand workedin
Jordanformorethanthree decades, said
the Nepalese group was just happyabout
their self-sufficient life in Jordan even
though itwas hardtoestablish relationships
with locals.

“Inthe past, therewere few locals
speaking English. Sometimes theywere
scaredwhenwe asked them for help. Now
it'sgoodthatmore Chinese speak English.
We have better communication than before,
butstillwe [Nepalese and local people]
seldom mix exceptintheworkplace,” said
Beth.

Asked if shewould consider Hong Kong
herhome, Beth saiditdepended onwhether
her parentswere with her. She now lives
with his fatherwhoworks as a gold
craftsman.

Asifittherewereatacitagreement
betweenthe locals and the Nepalis, the
boundary of "Little Nepal”inJordan
remainsinvisible. Itisjustthatlocalsare
less likelytosetfootinthearea.

STORYBY/CLARIELEE
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PASSIONATE MUSIC
FROM THE HEART

The Ponte Singers seek to bridge boundaries with their music

Not many people are lucky enough to love theirjob like the Ponte Singers do. Singing joyfully on stage and
enjoying themselves when making music, they turntheir passioninto scores and lyrics, producing enchanting
music thatgrabsthe heartofaudiences.

Made up of four music fanatics, the Ponte Singers have dedicated themselves to giving music a new mission
-sharing. Andthatis why the group has called itself after the Italianword Ponte, which means "bridge”.

“Musicisaboutsharing,” said Stephen Lam Lik-hin, the founderand conductor of the group. Through the
group’s performances, the memberswish tobridge all boundaries, and share their thoughts and love about
Chinese culturewith audiences. “Evenifyouaresingingin Latin, the audiences can still receive the message
basedonthe presentation of the song,” he explained.

Lamandhisotherthree members, Karis Ho Fok-ka, Amanda Cheung Siu-waiand Mandy Chan Hei-man,
formedthegroupinJune 2010 and made their debut performance inagovernmentheld event. Since then,
Ponte Singers have organized their own concerts featuring different music genresincluding Chinese songs
and hymns.

The membersareall exposedtomusicataveryyoungage, buttheywentonto pursue their studiesin
differentareasand becamedetached from music. As time went by, they realized music was their true passion.
“Musicwasno longerahabitto me,” Mandy said. “As I grow older and startto reflect on mylife, | become more
‘infatuated” with music,” said Karis.

Their love for music has strengthened after the four joined together to form the group. “Your passion will
risetoanotherlevel, especiallywhen performing, and itwill never stop,” Lam said.

Turning dreams intoreality always comeswith difficulties. Like many other music groups, Ponte Singers
findithardtofind performaningvenues. Governmentalvenues are almost full every day, forcing themto look
for private venues charging much higherrents.

Despite the lack of performingvenues, the group is still
optimisticaboutits future and pledgesto continue to bridge its
love in musicwith the public by launching more concerts.

Itwastheir passionin musicthat brought them together,
bounded themand gave them strength to persistunder
unfavourable conditions. The Ponte Singers are ready to
overcome forthcoming hurdlesand keep moving forward
together.

STORY/ALVINAHUNG
EDITED BY/WINNIEYIU
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EMPRESS DOWAGER'S FREE SPEECH FI

Ng Chi-sum says he would rather quit than being told what to say

STORY/ALAN WONG
EDITEDBY/SIMONYUEN
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MRNG CHI-SUMHOLDSAPOSTEROBJECTING THE
APPOINTEMTOF AN ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
ASDIRECTOROF BROADCASTING.

Veteranjournalist Ng Chi-sumarrived at
his cubicle at Radio Television Hong Kong
inablue shirtwithsleevesrolledupanda
backpack onone shoulder. On hisdeskwas
acaricature of the fictional “Grass Mud
Horse” created by mainlandinternetusers
tomock censorship bythe authorities.

MrNgismostwellknown forairing his
criticalviews about the mainland and
Hong Kong governments through the
sarcasticremarks of Empress Dowager,
whom he purportstoimpersonateinthe
popular RTHK television programme
Headliner. Onhisdailyradiophone-in
programme, he also lashesoutagainstthe
powers thatbe.

“If someone hasworked in this field for
20yearswithout offendinganybody, then
he might have failed,” he said.

MrNg's firstforayintojournalism began
when hewasabiologystudentat the
Chinese University, where hevolunteered
asareporterforthe StudentUnion’s
newspaper. Having beenareporterfor
TVBandahostof RTHK radio shows, Mr
Ngisnowalsoacolumnistfor Ming Pao
and Apple Daily.

Despitethe manyjournalisticroles he
hasperformed, thereisonethingabout Mr
Ngthathas notchanged —hetakesaimat
the governmentveryoften. He said he had
offended a lot of people over theyearsfrom
governorstorealestate developers.

Buthedid notthink that he had stirred
up angeragainsttherich.

‘ ‘ If someone has
worked in this field for
20 years without
offending anybody,
then he might have
failed.

7))

“Veryoftenlanalyseanissueand
suggestwhat might be the cause of the

problem; butsome peoplejustdon’t
understanditand mistake it forstirring
anger,” he said.

Although constantly criticizing the
governmentand developers, MrNgdoes not
think heisreallydaringinairing hisviews.
“Peoplewhorisk their lives saying
somethingarethe onesthattrulydare to
speakout,” he said. "l can say many things
and nothingwould really harm me. Itis not
likeinsome other placeswhereyour life may
bethreatenedifyousaysomething
consideredwrong (by those with power).”

Buthe hasone thing thathe fears most.
“Itisthe loss of freedom to express my
opinions. Iwould rather quit my job if
someday mybossortheboard comestome
andasks metosaythisandthat,” he said.

Althoughworking for RTHK, MrNgis not
happywith the government department that
hastried to defendits editorialindependence
asapublicbroadcaster. The government
recently appointed Roy Tang Yun-kwong, an
administrative officerwith no broadcasting
experience, as Director of Broadcasting, and
MrNgthinksthatisunacceptable.

Heisalsopessimisticabout the future of
the mediainHong Kong. “Police areblocking
reporters' cameras, searchingandarresting
them. This has never happened before,” he
said.

“The atmosphereinthejournalism
profession haschangeda lotinthe past20
years. People have become more likely to
self-censorwhatthey produce,and some do
itwithout even knowingit,” he added.

Although freedom of expressionis
shrinkingand journalistsare poorly paid, Mr
Ng stillencouragesyoung people to become
journalists. Journalismwas arewarding
professionand journalists could help
prevent the society from going down.

MrNghad been seriously criticized by
some for beinga mouthpiece of the pro-
democracycamponhisradioand television
shows on RTHK and using publicresources
toadvance his personalagenda. Butheis
firmaboutwhat heis doing. "Afterall, lwould
rathersaylamalways seriousaboutwhat|
do,” hesaid. M
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MORE THAN MEET THE EYES

G GAn art museum could be
more than just a storeroom
for works of art.
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Nothingis betterthan spendinganafternoon
atthe Ohio University's Kennedy Museum of
Art.Its collections showcase artists'’
persistenceintheir pursuitfor perfection
and exploration beyond the limits of their
imagination. ltisalsoagood example of how
arteducation meets charityandlocalblends
with global.

Sittingon a hilloverlooking Athens, a city
inthe mid-western state of Ohio in the United
States, the museumishousedinsidea
historic four-storey building called Lin Hall.
Greeting thevisitorsare elegant pillars,
winding stairs and white ceilings. Indeed,
white isthetheme colourof itsinterior
decoration.

While theimmaculate appearance
producesaclassicalambience, the current
exhibitsare decidely non-classical-bunches
of children’sdrawings. The museum has
collaborated with the Patton College of
Educationand Human Servicestoholdan
auction exhibition of 50works by students
fromkindergartentograde 12inthe
Crooksville Exempted Village Schools.

Akindergartener'swatercolour portrait
ofacat's head shocksvisitors with its
sophisticated use of colour, with an even
blend of blue, red and yellow weaving a
pattern of perfect harmony. The child
painter'sinnocenceisreflectedinthe
portrait, while the gloomy eyes of the cat
hides his curiosity about the mystery of the

future.

Otherworks include one that depictsa
tornadoasamorningglory,awoman’s
portraitthat hasthreeversions paintedin
distinct colours, and pieces of
abstractionismrendered in the forms of
handcraft, stipple, crayonandblow drawing
and watercolourand oil painting.

The latent message of the exhibition is
obvious -we can help ourchildren paint their
own future. Give them the opportunity to put
theirdreamsinto reality through theirown
hands, and their masterpieces show theyare
fully capable of expressing their colourful
and creative imaginations.

Inadditionto showcasing quality works of
art,themuseumalsoservesasaplatformto
promote arteducation. Everycentearnedin
the auction exhibitionwill go to Crooksville
forhelp coverthe costsofartprogrammes.

Anothercurrentexhibitionis called "ALocal
To Global Perspective On Criticallssues
Affecting Our PlanetsAnd Its People”™. Itisa
collection of photographs taken by Ohio
University studentsand professorsabout
criticalissuesinso-called conflictzonesin
different parts of theworld.

Theissuesrange fromtheterritorial
conflicts betweenlsraeland Palestine,
Burmeserefugeesin Thailand,
confrontationsinthe Korean Peninsula to
sustainable agriculturein Guatemala.
Together,theyimbue visitors with a sense of

THISISTHEWORKOF AKINDERGARTENER, WHOSE SOPHISTICATED USE OF COLOUR SHOCKS MANY VISITORS.  THEMUSEUMISHOUSED INSIDETHEHISTORIC LINHALL.

humanity that prompts themto think deeper
abouttheunderlyingissuesandreflecton
theirown life.

Anartmuseum could be morethanjusta
storeroom forworksofart. It could be a
repository of values that pushes one to
reflectand questionthe meaning of life. It
could domore than meetthe eyes. ll
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WHITEWINDING STAIRSAND CEILINGS.
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THE LANTERN FIESTA

Every year Hong Kong government hosts different kinds of celebrations during
festivals, a lot of them for free. Lanterns, despite festive delicacies like mooncakes
and star fruits, are the most important tradition inherited from the past for the
Mid-Autumn Festival. Walk on to the street during the next occasion and enjoy the
atmophere and share the joy.
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Yue Man Square is the hub of Kwun Tong , from where most bus and mini-bus routes to and from the district originate. Butasthe
knocker's hammers are due to flatten the area in the largest urban redevelopment project in Hong Kong's history, it has lost its former
lustre and is now marked by dusty corridors, deserted homes and vacant shops.
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